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Bv Lvle Denmston '

" -Washingion' —""For at }eastJl
.years, the . US/ Army illegally - .pne-
;vented the war -crimes trial :0f €x-
Nazi Gestapo officer Klaus Barbiey

'_.thmghxmmGermanvand'thenar-:
’ nng:mgmsscapetolwesec-eﬂym

-Boliviz,. 2 -high-ievel government 3

. ~Expelied trom Boliviz last Febro-
ary, Barbie now js in France aw.'nnng

t.nal for “crimes against huma.mry yoied

" _Koowp as “the butcher of“Lvor’
for alleged atrocities against F&'ench
givilizrs during World War I, Barbie

-¥ears in postwar Germany, tne repon
revealeo. -

At the txme the report saxd tbe

ous Allies occupied )
< . The report said the officers feared
embamssment over having-used a:
former Gestapo officer and also were -
..concerned that Barbie would’ reveal )
was used as 2 US. spy for pearly four ’

eralL Mr. Rvan sa.:d.on)v “f;ve ;
* or six officers, give or take ope or

two,” . knew .of the concealment
throughout the more thap two -dec-
adesthat it was allowed to continue.

Tbe report did conclude that US.
Army officers committed the crime
of “obstruction of justice” by delay-

: ing the war-crimes case by repeated-
. I¥ acting to conceal Barbie, who had

dxd the .Central 1

STAT

" Mr, ‘Ryan cbncluded' that any US.’
crimes for concealing :the . detaﬂs
about Barbie ended with the 1972 dxs-

. closure by Mrs. FKlarsfeld, even

though the first full revelation by the .

-U.S. government itself.did no_t come !
. untxl the Ryan report itself. <2 & -

‘At ‘no ‘time between the end of

gatbered intelligence for the United
States while World War I's victori-
rmany.

intelhgence sources and methods.

l' ~No one can"be prosecuted for the
;Army’s delays, however, because the

* five-year deadlme for prosecutxon has

Army kpew of his Gestapo role but P ‘passed, he said. -
had po irforrmation that he had been 3 ‘Because ‘he “found that :the -U.S.

engaged in torture or forced evacua-
tion of civilians 10 Nazi death camps.

The massive report or Barbie's
tes o the U.S. government was rmade
public vestercav by special Justice

Deparmment mvesngaw' Allan ‘L.
Rvar Jr. i
It took no position .on Barbie’s

guilt zitbough it said be *has never .
been in the same category as Adolf
Eichmann, Heinrich Eimmier, Rein-

" hard Eevanch or ot.ber G-estapo lead- :
C e e

. __A.sked bow lngh mihe U.S govem—

 ament the full story was known before .~
the investigation,: Mr, ‘Ryan-said- t.hat
. be'had*'po indication Ihat it went any. ;

higher” than Brig. Gen. Robert-X
Taylor, who directed mtelhgence for
the U.S. military command in occw-
pied Germany. Be said that the infor-

mation may bot have gope apy higher

- -thap the colopels and majors who rap

_ the Army’s intelligence unit in-the -
US. zope of Germany and who ar-

rangec Barbie's escape.
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" ‘government ultimately was responsi-
"olé for the Army’s actions, Mr. Ryan

' urged that a formal apologybe made

ce' W Ll -
“Thir is & matter of decency, and
- o} honorable conduct,” he declared.
“It should be, I believe, the final
chapter by the United States in this
case ”
That apology was made Friday,

His report came after an investi-

gation lasting almost six months. The -

probe was launched after Barbie was
thrown out of Bolivia, where be had

i)egn living for 32 years under the

name of Klaus Altmann.’

- -Boon after Barbnes amval Jn

France, charges were made in . this

country and France that he had been -

a U.S. spy after the war and that the
United States had belped him escape
‘to South America in 1951.

The report confirmed those charg-

es and found that the official U.S.
concealment of Barbie’s background
and the escape had continued even af-
ter his true identity was uncovered in
1972 by a French war-crimes investi- -

~gator,Beate Klarsfeld, leading the-
French to demand his return for

prosecution.

or its pregecessor a%nge‘:g?ev—__y
relationship”. with : Ii’m't

.conclud L omamee

“The. report,'- however.. ver. did. disclose '
that ‘the .Army, learning in ‘1966 that

" his escape through Italy.

Barbie might still be living in Bolivia, -
suggested -that he might -be *reacti-

vated” as'a spy in a new intelh

ogratxon 1t was settmg up inadouth .
erica. "The uraged * |

. partly -because he-was :then wanted

Wwarcnmes, Mr. Ryan found. - :
“The ;report’s .main -criticism-was |

.—;ieveled iat -the . Army’s-activitie$ in :
-hiding :Barbie :in

-and then °
.spiriting him' off to South America

. ~when-it-became clear that he mighf |

be discovered and turned- over for !
prosecution in France. :
In May, 1949, after Barbie had
been working as a U.S. spy for two
vears, Army intelligence officers in
Europe got ‘word from a Paris news-

i tory that Barbie might have
when the State Department delivered | B tted s : '

“a formal note of regret” to the
‘ French Embassy here, he reported.

committed atrocities in Lyon.

Mr. Ryan found that Army officers -
regarded the charges as'probably un-
true, and in any event, d.xd not want to .
Jose his servicées. w«. T

‘In the following spnng, evidence

- at the trial of former Resistance

leader Rene Hardy on charges of col-
laborating with Barbie and the Ge-
stapo led Army authorities in Germa-
ny to conclude that the French might
demand that Barbie be turned over
for prosecution.

They decided, accordmg to Mr..

. Ryan, that they would not cooperate

with any effort to force him to sur-
render, and told their superiors in the

~ military and civilian commands that -

they had no contact with Barbie. They
reported in the fall of 1950 that
Barbie was no longer under their con-
trol. They then set about arranging

e o




